
Retrieving Statutes in westlaw.com®

Using the Search Center
When you access a statutes database—such as the United States Code Annotated® database (USCA)—
in westlaw.com, you’ll notice a powerful search center on the Search page. The search center collects
on one toolbar the tools that are most useful for fast, efficient retrieval of statutes documents. From
this search center, you can easily find a statute by citation; access the table of contents; browse an
alphabetical index just like in print; or use the Popular Name Table to find a statute by its short title
or common name.

Westlaw is available 
on the Web at
www.westlaw.com.

For technical assistance,
call West Customer
Support Services at 
1-800-WESTLAW 
(1-800-937-8529).

For search assistance, 
call the West Reference
Attorneys at 
1-800-REF-ATTY
(1-800-733-2889).

If you are a law student,
call 1-800-850-WEST
(1-800-850-9378) for
assistance.

Westlaw® Quick Reference Guide

The Search Center
The search center collects on one
toolbar the tools that are most
useful for fast, efficient retrieval of
statutes documents.

Click Find by Citation to display a
template with the correct citation formats.
Just type the numbers in the appropriate
text boxes and click GO.

The Search page for the United States Code Annotated database (USCA)

Click Index. Then browse for key terms to find
statutes relating to your issue. Or you can type key
terms in the text box and click Scan. 

Click Table of Contents. Then click the
plus (+) symbols to expand the outline for a
quick overview of entire titles, chapters,
and subchapters.

Click Popular Name Table. Then browse the
alphabetical list for the name of the act. Click the
citation next to the name to view the first section
of that act in the state statutes. (In the USCA
database, click Popular Name Table to access the
USCA Popular Name Table database.)

Using a Descriptive Word Search
To run a word search in a statutes database, follow these steps: 

1.  Access a statutes database, e.g., Florida Statutes–Annotated (FL-ST-ANN). 

2.  Select a search method, and type your search in the text box.

■  To search with Natural Language, click Natural Language at the Search page and type a
description of your issue in plain English: water pollution in the everglades

■  To search with Terms and Connectors, click Terms and Connectors at the Search page and type a
query using key terms and Westlaw connectors: explor! /p petroleum oil gas /p coast!

3.  After you type your search terms, click Search.



Commonly Used Statute Field Restrictions
To retrieve Use these fields Query example

titles, chapters, or sections prelim (pr) and pr,ca(confidential /p marriage
on confidential marriage licenses caption (ca) & license)

sections enacted or amended by credit (cr) cr(1992 +5 162)
1992 Cal. Stat. 162

West's Ann.Cal.Fam.Code § 501

West's Annotated California Codes Currentness
Family Code (Refs & Annos)

Division 3. Marriage (Refs & Annos)
Part 4. Confidential Marriage (Refs & Annos)

Chapter 1. General Provisions (Refs & Annos)

§501. Issuance of license

Except as provided in Section 502, a confidential marriage license shall be issued by the county clerk upon the personal
appearance of the parties to be married and their payment of the fees required by Sections 26840.1 and 26840.8 of the
Government Code and any fee imposed pursuant to the authorization of Section 26840.3 of the Government Code.

CREDIT(S) 
(Stats.1992, c. 162 (A.B.2650), § 10, operative Jan. 1, 1994.)

LAW REVISION COMMISSION COMMENT
1994 Main Volume
Enactment (Revised Comment)

Section 501 continues the second sentence of former Civil Code Section 4213(a) without substantive
change. [23 Cal.L.Rev.Comm. Reports 1 (1993) ]

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES 
1994 Main Volume
Derivation: Civ.C. former § 79, added by Code Am.1877-78, c. 51, § 1.
Civ.C. former § 4213, added by Stats.1969, c. 1608, § 8, amended by Stats.1971, c. 1244, § 1; Stats.1973, c. 142, § 11;
Stats.1977, c. 585, § 1; Stats.1980, c. 676, § 59; Stats.1981, c. 872, § 1; Stats.1982, c. 125, § 1; Stats.1982, c. 449, § 1;
Stats.1983, c. 476, § 1; Stats.1984, c. 149, § 1; Stats.1985, c. 586, § 2; Stats.1986, c. 1460, § 3; Stats.1992, c. 318, § 9.

CROSS REFERENCES 

Certificate of registry, preparation and filing, see Family Code § 359.
License, 

Necessity, see Family Code §§ 300, 350.
Offense of solemnization of marriage without license or authorization, see Penal Code § 360.

Return of license to county recorder, see Family Code § 423.
Solemnization requirements, see Family Code § 420 et seq.

LIBRARY REFERENCES 
1994 Main Volume

Marriage 25(.5).
WESTLAW Topic No. 253.

ALR Library 
Recovery for loss of consortium for injury occurring prior to marriage. 5 ALR4th 300.

Legal Jurisprudences 
CA Jur. 3d Family Law § 60, Issuance Of Confidential Marriage License; Duration.

Treatises and Practice Aids 
11 Witkin, Summary (9th ed) Husband and Wife § 57E.

NOTES OF DECISIONS 
In general 1
1. In general 

Marriage license must be obtained by parties except in special situations dealt with by statute and there must be a
solemnization. Argonaut Ins. Co. v. Industrial Acc. Commission (App. 5 Dist. 1962) 23 Cal.Rptr. 1, 204 Cal.App.2d 805.
Marriage 12.1

West's Ann. Cal. Fam. Code § 501, CA FAM § 501

Current through end of 2003 Reg.Sess., 1st and 2nd Ex.Sess., ch.1 of 3rd Ex.Sess., ch. 1 of 5th Ex.Sess., and Oct. 7,
2003 election

Citation (ci)

Prelim (pr)

Caption (ca)

Text (te)

Credit (cr)

Historical-
Notes (hn)

References (re)

Annotations (an)

Fields in Statutes



Using KeyCite® for Statutes While Viewing a Statute
KeyCite, West’s citation research service, makes it easy to determine the current status of a statute. KeyCite status flags—such as
the red or yellow flag—inform you when a statute is affected by case law or legislative action. KeyCite also allows you to
expand your research by directing you to additional authority.

KeyCite Alert keeps you up-to-date automatically.

Access to the powerful features of KeyCite is located on the Links tab in the left frame of a document display.

Click the yellow flag on
the Links tab to view the
pending legislation for
the statute.

Click History to view the
complete KeyCite history
for the statute.

Click Citing References
to view a list of primary
and secondary materials
that cite the statute,
including cases, which
show how courts apply
or construe the statute,
and analytical material,
which puts the statute
in context for you. The Links tab for 26 U.S.C.A. § 3

Click Monitor With KeyCite Alert. The KeyCite Alert Entry wizard will help you create a KeyCite Alert entry to automatically monitor
changes to the statute. Just click the link and follow the easy on-screen directions to set up an entry that will be run at the frequency you
want and delivered to the destination you specify.

Using KeyCite for Statutes from the Tabbed Westlaw Page
At the tabbed Westlaw page, type your citation in the KeyCite this citation box, e.g., 42 usca 1396a. Then click GO. The
KeyCite history of the statute is displayed in the right frame.

Statute history lists cases affecting the validity of a statutory section plus legislation affecting the section. Legislative information
is divided into the following categories:
•  Updating Documents—citations to session laws that amend or repeal a section

•  Pending Legislation—citations to pending bills that cite the section

•  Credits—citations to session laws, in chronological order, that have enacted, amended, or renumbered a section

•  Historical and Statutory Notes—describes the legislative changes affecting a section
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Using the Find Service
Use the Find service to retrieve a statute when you know its citation. You do not need to access a database. At the tabbed
Westlaw page, simply type your citation in the Find this document by citation text box, e.g., la st s 6 :535, and click GO. 

To retrieve U.S. public laws or recent state legislative service documents, type a citation such as the following: us pl 107-56 or
ca legis 16.

If you don’t know the proper format for your Find request, type the publication abbreviation, e.g., ca st or ca legis, in the Find
this document by citation text box and click GO. An easy-to-use Find template is displayed that provides you with instructions
and text boxes you simply fill in. 

To view a list of publications that can be retrieved with Find or to view the proper abbreviation for a publication, consult the
publications list by clicking Find on the toolbar and then clicking Publications List in the left frame of the Find a Document
page.

When the Find template
is displayed, type your
citation information in
the appropriate text box.

Find template for California statutes

Using the Table of Contents Service
The Table of Contents service contains the tables of contents
for statutes, court rules, administrative codes, municipal
codes, Uniform Laws Annotated®, treatises, and other
selected publications. The Table of Contents service allows
you to view a document in the context of the sections
surrounding it and to retrieve related sections. 

To access the Table of Contents service while viewing a
statute, click Table of Contents on the Links tab in the 
left frame.

Table of Contents service result for F.S.A. § 667.005

Click the appropriate link
to change the Find
template from a statutes
template to a legis,
publications, constitution
or orders template.


